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CENTRAL INTELLIGHENCE AGENCY
11 March 1952

SUBJECT: NIE-27/1:t CHINESE COMUNIST CAPABILITIES AND INTENTIONS
WITH RECPECT T0 TAIHAN

THE PROBLEM

To estimate Chinese Communist capabilities and intentions with

respect to Taiwan through 1952,

CONCLUSIONS

1, Except for a subsiontial increase in air capabilities,
the over-all capabilitles of the Chinese Commmists to launch
reither a large-scale invasion or linited surprise attacks against
Taiwan remain substantially wnchanged since April 1951 when NIE<27

was published, Chinese Nationalist capebilities to defend Taiwan

have not improved substantially since that date,
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2. Provided that US policy with respect to Taiwan contimues,
Chinese Commnist operations against Taiwan would almost certainly
fail.,

a, A large-scale'(lomunist invasion attempt would
almost certainly fail unless sﬁrpr&,se were

achieved to assure a falt accorpli before US

air and naval forces could be brought to bear.
Ve do not believe that, under present circumstances s
the Communists could achicve such surprise in a

large-scale attack.

b, A Communist attack with a limited number of elite
troops probably could achieve surprise, but the
Nationalists, without outside assistance, could
almost certainly contain such an attack, unless
the Commnists reccived tinmely larpge-scale rew
inforcements, US naval and air forces could almost

certainly prevent such reinforcements.

3, If US policy with respect to Talwan should changc and the
US did not participate in the defense of Telwan, the Chinese
Nationalist forces almost certainly could not successi‘uily defend

Taiwan against a larpe-scsle Communlst operation.

w2 -
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o Ve beliove that the Chiang Kai-shek regime is unlikely
to be overthrown as a result of factional strife, The removal
of Chiang, however, would lead to rivalries among military leaders
that would considerably weaken morale.

5. On balance, military, propaganda and other indications
do not suggest that the Chinese Commmists plan sn early attack
against Taiwan.

6., Irrespective of whether the present situation in Korea
continues, an armistice is concluded; or large-scale hostilities
are renewed, we believe that the Chimsse Communists will notv attack
Taiwan during the period covered by tﬁis egtimate provided that
the US does not withdraw its commitment for the defeme of Talwan.

7. During the period of this estimate, the Communists will
probably conduct reconmaissance; nulsance;, or destruction raids
(either by air or sea) against Nationalist-held offshore islands
and may assault and capture some of these islands. However, we
do not believe such actions will necessarily indicate that an

invasion of Talwan was imminent,

8. Over the longer term, we believe that the Chinese Commmists
|
will attempt to seize Taiwan 1f a favorable opportunity should

« 3w
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present itself. However, if the relative ailitary strength of
the United States and the Commmists in the Far East remaing sub-
stantially unchanged, and if US policy with respect to Taiwan is

not changed, we believe the Chimese Communists will not hazard
a military attack on Taiwmn.

DISCUSSION

I. THE CHINESE COLLIUNIST SITUATION

The Chinese Arng

1. Since April 1951, when NIE-27 was published, there has
been no significant change in the estimated strength and effective~
ness of Chinese Commmist troops in position for an attack against
Taiwan, Approximately 249,000 trocps are estimsted to be deployed
along the mainland east coast opposite Taiwan (Chokiang, Fukien,and
Eastern Xwangtung Provinces), In addition, approximately 151,000
troops which are deployed in the Canton and Shanghal areas could
be utilized for operations against Taiwan, (See Map). This total
forece of 400,000 includes an artillery division and several
thousand other specialized troops. Its combal effectiveness ls
estimated to be spproximately equal to that of Chinese Communist
troops in Korea.
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26 'Reports of unknown rclisbility indicate that at least
25,000 Chinese Communist troops have received airborne training
in North China and Manchuria, If these reports are true, this force
could be avallable for operations asgainst Taiwan. There have &lso
been repcrts that Chinese Communist troops have been receiving
amphibi..ous training, but we do not believe that this type of

training has been conducited on a large-scale,

_ 3. In the event of a resumption of full-scale hostilities
in Koren, the forces discussed above would probably still be
available for operations against Talwan,

Lo In case of an armistice in Korea, up to 300,000 of
the troops presently committed to Kercan operations could be rede-
ployed to the mainland invasion ccaet for operations ageinst Taiwan.

The Chinese Communist Air Force

5. The cver-all capabilities of the Chinese Comminist Adr
Force for operations agalnst Taiwan have increased substantially
since the publication of NI.E»27 and the CCAF is now a formidable
military force., The total aircraft strength of the CCAF in
operational units has increassed from 650 to 1700 between April
1951 2nd February 1952, Jet fighter sitrength increased from LOO
to 900 during this period. CCAF sortie rates have incroased

gignificantly. (See Annex A).

.
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6, The major part of the CCAF is engaged in operations
againgt UN forces in Korea and 13 based in llanchuriz and North
China. There are, however, elements of the CCAF based south of
the Yangtze: an cstimated 37 jet fighters at Canicen, Th jet
fighters at Hankow, Th jet fighters and LO piston firhters at
Shanghai, and 80 pizton light bombers at Nanking., Ffven in the
czsa of theae aircersft, redeploymont would be necessary before
the Commnists could launch a large-scale air offensive against
Taiwan. Substantial lopisile build-up would precede or

accompany 3such redeployment and would probably be detected.

Ts In addition to those alrcraft glready based south of
ths Yanstze, the Commenists could, without appreciable effect on
their present scale of air operstlons in Korea, moke available
for an attack on Talwsn 120 piston fightsrs, 120 ground abtack
‘bérribars, and 160 1ight bonbers. By the end of 1952 it is estimated
that the Chinese Commurdst air copabilities will have been sub-
stantizlly increased to the extent that the Commmists could
deploy 185 jet fighters, 160 piston fighters, 120 ground attack,
210 1ight borbers, and a substantial portion of the 150 available

transports apainst Taiwan.

w O -
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8, During the past several nonths the Communists have
continused their intensive airfield construction and improvement
progranm along the mainland east coast, There are now 32 first-
class airfields within 500 nautical mileg of Taiwan. Six of these
are within jet fighter operational redius of Taiwan.

9, If fighting in Korea is expanded to include UN air
‘attacks against targets in China proper and/or lanchuria, it is
probable that the Communist capability for air opsrations against
Taiwan would vary inversely with the intensity and duration of

the expanded operations,

10. In the event of an armistice in Korea, a substantial
part of the aircraft available to the Communists in China could
he redeployed to Scuth China with little delay. lowever, the
supply and movement of fuel and other essential requirements would
be difficult and would teke time.

The Chinese Communist Nag

11, The capabilities of the Chinsse Commmist Navy to support
amphibious operations against Taiwan would be limited to the followings

a. Minelaying and minesweeping operations in Chinese waters,

fn?ab
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b, Recormaissance, inclwding the use of small craft.

¢, Amphibious operations apgainst Nationalist-held

islandg o°f the China coast.

d., Surprise MTB attacks and possibly suicide boat

attacks on U5 or Nationalist naval forces,

e, Limited anti-submarine escort for merchent shipping.

£, Patrol of Chinese coastal wabters, employing both
conventional naval vessels and rotor junks converted

to naval use.

12, Chinese Commmist naval capabilities would not be
gignificantly affected by either an armistice or by an intensifi-

cation of hostilitiss in Korea.

Chinese Communist Capsbilities for Larpe-Scale Attack on Taiwan

13. Limitations on Chinese Commmist Capabilities for Lerge-

Scale Assault, The Chinese Communists are poorly prepared to cope

with the problems involved in a large-scale amphibious operation.
Thelr previous amphibious eperience has been limited to short
overdater hauls and coastal movenents. The Commmists have fow

conventional landing craft snd consequently must employ a heterogencous

wsu
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asgortment of vessels including junkg, Loading and coordinating
the movement of this fleet would present formidable problems,
Air support for such an operation would be hampored by the lack
of Commmist experience in air-naval-amphibious operations,
“urthermore, disembarkation of troops and equipment would have
to be accomplished without offshore naval support, Finally, ﬁha
Conmunists would have to seize port facilities on Taiwan before
a large part of the invasion fleet could be offeloaded,

Y. Amphibious Lift, We estimate that the Chinese Communists
have the capability of 1ifting simultaneously about seven armies,
of approximately 210,000 men, lowever, the Chinese Communists

have available amphibious craft and ahi\pping of greater than

1,000 gross registered tons to 1ift only two armles, or 6Q,O()o

fully squipped men, The remainder would have to be 1lifted 1in

Junks and other 8mall craft of under 1,000 GRT., Bagsed on a

Speed of advance of )| to 5 knots, Chinese Communist forces

transported in Junks from embarkation points in the Swatow-Amoy

area would require more thm 2h hours to reach the nearest landing
beaches on the west coast of Formosa. The Korean situation has ,
no significant effect on Chinese Conmmniat. waterborne capabilities

for operations against Taiwan,

-9 - :
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15, ALrlift, Airfields on the mainland, within traﬁsport
range of Tailwan, are. sufficient to support larges-scale airborne
_ operations. However, Chinese Communist airiift cepacity is
estimated to be sufficient to carry only approximately 2,700

troops a distance of 500 navtlcal midos in a single operatio'no

16, Logistic Support. The Chinese Communists would face

serious logistical difficulties in supporting a large-scale

aggault against Taiwan.

a, Although local reads in the mainland east; coast
area are being lvproved, there are no rail lines
 or through highways nets in Fukien, in eastern
Kwangtun;; or Southeastern Cheklang. Thus, prior
to undertaking a large-seale invasion, the Commnists
would have to stockpile materiel and concentrate
most of the required troops in the immediate

vieinity of the outloading ports,

be Assuming stilf resistance on Taiwan, re-enforcement
and resupply of invesion farces would require a
substbantial daily waterlift and maintenance of air
and sea supremacy in the Yaiwan Siraits. The Chinese
Communists probably do not possess thé air and naval
capabilitiss to fulfill these requirements in the

face of US participation.

w 10 -
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17. Neither an armistice in Korea nor rencred larpe-scale
hostilities in Koroa would substantially changs Chinese Communist
capabilities in this regard, |

8. Possibility of Surprise, Under present conditions it

would be virtually impossible for the Chinese Communists to

achieve surprise in a larpe-seale assault.,

a, Transportation, storage and port facilities in
the port areas (Amoy, Foochow, and Swatow) opposite
Taiwan are inadegnate for the staging of a large-
scale invasion. In any event, large concentrations
of troops and materiel weuld _be difficult to conceal
from US or Nationalist observations 2 although there
might bs an appreciable time lapse between the
beginning of preparations for an invasion and the

detection of these preparations.

b. If the Commnists staged a major portion of the
invasion force from more distant ports such as
Canton and Shanghai, it would reduce the ¢hance
of detection of concentrations opposite Taiwan,

Although this might increase the chance of strategic

w1l -
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surprise, the increased distance involved would
reculre major elements to be at sea for LB hours,
in advance of the fleet loaving from ports opposite
Taiwan, thus reducing the chances of tactical
surprise. (See Annex B).

Even if the Communist were to achieve surprise

and succeed in landing troops on Tatwan, ﬁhe Us
Pacific Fleet could be brought to bear within L8
howrs and US aircraft should arrive some hours
earlier. Communist wnloading would hardly have
been finished by this time » and if the attacking
force had met even limited resistance on the
beaches, it would not have made much progress, Thus
the Communists would face virtusl iselation of
their landing force togethér with the loss of much
of their shipping and g large part of the equip-
ment they had succeeded in landing on the beaches,

Chinese Communist Capabilities for Limited Surprise Attack

19, A Communist assault in Taiwan could be successfﬁl only

if 1% could be completed before US naval and air unites -- most

of which are stationed in Korea, Japamn, Okinawa, and the Philippines -~

= 12 -
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could be brought to bear, The Communists probably could achieve
surprise in an attack on Taiwan only if they limited the invasion
force to airborne troops and such other troops as could Lo carried
bty conventional landing craft. In terms of personmel this would
amount to approximately 2,700 airborne troops and 25,000 aeabérne
troops.:

Effect of lioteorologicel Factors on a Large-Scale or Limited
Assault on Taiwan

20, Considering the inherent difficultiecs of any amphibious
operations,; the heterogenecus nature of the invasion fleet; and
the necessity for staging from a nuwber of embarkation points we
believe that the Chinese Communists will consider favorable weather
over an extended period of time as ecssentisl to their operations.
Unfavorable weather conditions, in the form of gstrong northeasterly
to northerly winds which blow more tham 70 percent of the time, are
experienced from October through March. As a result, heavy seas would
serlously hinder the movement snd debarkation of troops during this
period, The Chinese Communists would therefore probably awsit
the more favorsble period from fpril through September before
eondueting an agsault of either g large~scale 01; 1isited nature,
(See annex C),

w13
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II. THE CHINESE NATTOWALIST SITUATION

The Chinese Naticnalist Army

21, There has been no significant change in the strength,
disposition, and composition of the Nationalist Ground Forces
since the publication of NIE-27, The Chinese Nationalist Army
has a strength of 155,000 personnel, the bulk of which is disposed
on Taiwan. The combat effectiveness of the Nationalist Army as
a whole rcmains low, although it may improve somewhat over the
next year as MAAG efforts bear fruit. Materiel and training
deficiencies, absence of large unit and combined training, and
incompetent leadérship on the high levels continuve to hamper
the development of the Nationalist Army. In addition, the
Genoralissimo®s policy of divide and rule, the promotion of
officers based on personal allepimce, and the system of political police
continue to affect the morale of the armed forces adversely and
to undermine the authority of unit comanders.

The Chinese Nationalist Air Foree

22, The strength and conbat effectiveness of the CNAF has
remained substantially at the low levels noted in NIE-27. In relation

&11!,@
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to the CCAF, however, the CNAF is in a much worse poeition than
it was at .the time NIG-27 was written, The principal deficiencies
of the CNAF are the absence of jet aircraft, lack of combat ex~
perience and training, poor maintenance and shortage of equipment
and spare parts, The CNAF hes 320 World Var ir_type aircraft in
tactical units, of which 118 are piston fighters and 36 light
bombers. The CNAF is not capable of providing an effective air
defense for Taiwan. (See Annex A for a comparison of CNAF and

CCAP sortie capabilities.)

The Chinese Wationalist Naval Forces

23, The cepsbilities of the Chinese Nationalist Navy have
{mproved somewhat over the low levels indicated in N1E-27, but
the Nationalist Navy is not an effective deterrent to a Commumnist

assault on Taiwan,

Stability of the Nationalist Regime

éhu The Nationalist Covernment is relatively stable and
seridus factional strife is not expected so long as President
Chiang Kai-shek heads the government., Chiang has had long experience
in maintaining authority in spite of factional rivalries and mach

of his power derives from the fact that all factions acknowledgs

o 15 =
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him as the supreme arbliiter in settling factional disputes and
rivalries, The death of Chiang Kai~-shek or his sudden removal
in the unlikely event of a coup would, however; have serious
consequences. Under such circumstances, factionsl sirife might
ocerr and it is improbatle that any other Chinese Nationaliet
could command a 1ike degree of loyslty. Bacause of the intenaely
peracnal. nature of loyslty in the armed forces, rivalry between
military lesders would considersbly weaken morsle, dlthough

‘ Nationalist military capabilities to defend Talwean would be only
slightly lessened uniess these rivoiries developed into armed

clashes hetween rival alements,

III. PROSPEGTS FOR SUGCESS OF A CHINESE COMMAWMIST ASSAULT

25, Unlesé given outside assistance, tha Chinese Nationalists
are not capable of defending Taiwan apainet a lm'gnaaacale: Communist
invasion attempt., Given timely support by the US Naval and Air
Forces, the Chinese Nationalists could defeat Communist invasion
forces, As long 88 US policy with respect to Talwan is not
changed, the conclusion of = armistice in Korea would not
slgnificantly aflect Chinese Communisat relative capabilities with
respect to Taiwan since the increase in Communist capabilities for
operations :Ln the Taiwan area would be countered by the increase

in US capsbilities for defending Talwan,

= 16 =
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26, The Chinese Nationalists without outside assistance
and irrespective of the course of events in Korea are considered
capsble of containing and destroylng Communist forces eng aging
in limited surprise attacks,

27, The Chinese Nationalists have reduced the Communist
subversive potential on Taiwan so that it would not be a serious
threat even if subversive actions were coordinéted with a large-

scale invasion or liulted swrprise attacks,

28, In case of the eruption of prolonged factional strife
over control of the Nationalist Government, the Nationalist defen-
sive énpabilities would be further weakenad, Even uvnder such cir-
cumstances, howsver, we do not believe the Chinese Commnists would
attack Taiwan unless the United States had withdrawn its commlitment
to defend the island,

IV. INDICATIONS OF CHINESE COIRUNIST INTENTIONS WITH RESPECT TO
AETOAN

A ———y—o sy

Military Indications

29, Early Large~Scale Invasion. Avallable intclligence does

not indicate that the Chinese Communists are preparing for a 1ai'gem

scale invasion of Taiwan within the next few months,
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a, There have been no indications of troop or materiel

build-ups in or near the ontloading ports,

b, There have been no indications that the Communists
are assembling or training the waterlifi for
amphibious operations. (In the spring of 1950 when
an attack on Taiwan appeared probable, intelligence,
including reconnalssance, repart;s revealed a
Comuniét waterlift build-up over a period of

months, )

30, Limited Surprise Attacks. Although limited attacks against

Taiwan could be launched with 1little warning, it is significant

that necessary preliminary actions have apparently not been takens

a. There is no evidence that Chinese Communist para-
troop units are alequately trained to engage in
cocrdinated air operations or are deploysd outside

of Manchuria or North Chinao

b. There have been no indications of a significant
deolcyment of Communist aircraft to bring them

within operational renge of Taiwan.

-'-ﬂ 18 o
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31, Future Attacks on Talwan. There are several mili-

tary developments that could indicate longer range plans for a

Commmist abtack on Taiwan,

ao

b

e movement of jet fighters and’ light bomber
alroraft from Manchuris and North China to such
areas as Shanghal, Nanking, Hankow, and Canton
might be an indication of preparation for a
future attack on Taiwan. e believe; however,

that this deployment is primarily defensive.

Commmist assaults already taken against small
Nationalist-held islands (see Mep) can be interpreted
as preparations for an invasion of Taiwgn, Com-
munist occupation of these islands incresses thelr
capebility for concentrating shipping, troops, and
supplies uncbserved, On balance, however, we belleve
that such action is probably the first of a series

of operations presently designed to deprive the
Nationalists of bases for intelligence operatimms,
guerriila warfare, or for any contemplated assamlt

of the mainland.

- 19 «
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¢, The airficld at Swatow,; which has not been used
for a long time, is now being _rehabilitated and

enlarged.

Propaganda Indications

32, Recent Chinese Commmnist propaganda has not atressed
the intention to "liberate" Taiwan in the near future, Yhereas
the 1950 New Year's message of the Central Commfttee stated that
part of the task .for the coming year was to "liberate Taiwan,
lainan T6land, and Tibot," the various messages in 1951 subordinated
the question of Taiwan to the more general strupple against Ame_:r_ican
"ymperialismg" and gave no assurance of any specific action against
Taiwan during 1951, The 1952 of ficial Vew Ycarts editorial cited
Taiwsn merely as a case of US aggreasion and mede no reference to
the island's "liberation,® Chairman Hao's New Year's message for

1952 made no mention of Taiwan,

33, Such statements as Chou In-lei's politicsl report to the
CPPC on 23 October 1951 in which ho declared the 5Chinese peoples
are determined to liberate Taiwan froum the grip of the Americen

aggressora and will never relax until they have achieved that end”

= 20 =
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indicates that Peiping has not abandoned the "liberation" of
Taiwan as an ultimaté objective. The "liberation of Taiwan®
has slso been declared to be one of the results to be achieved

by Peiping’s program of military modernization.

3, Although Chinese Communist propaganda no longer includes
the "liberation of Taiwan" as an carly Communist objectlive, this
omission camnot be regarded as decisive. The Commmists probably
would not feel compelled to justify thedir assault on Taiwan in
advance and might wish to conceal their intentions to invade Taiwan.

Indications from Communist Activities in the UN

35, Soviet and Satellite representatives in the UN demonstrated
considerably less intcrest in Taiwan during 1951 than in 1950,
Although the USSR repeatedly charged the US with plotting aggression
against Communist China and Southeast Asia, including the transporte-
tion of KMT troops from Taiwan to Thailand and Burma, these charges
seemed to be a part of the genmeral Soviet propaganda offensive
against the US and not Specific-ajv.ly designed to lay the groundwork

for a possible invasion of Talwan.
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V. CHINESE COMMUNIST INTENTIONS WITH R'SPECT T0O TATWAN

36. So long as the US does not withdraw its commitment

to defend Taiwang, we believe that the Chinese Commnists will

not attempt large-scale or limited military assaults against

Taiwan, irrespective of the Korean situation,

Qe

bo

The Communists must estimate that an attack on
Taiwan dui'ing 1952 would almost certainly result
in a crushing Communist defeat by US naval and air
forces, The Communists must also estimate that

US comrteraction would probably include bombardment

‘of ports of embarkation, and might include bombardment

of interior lines of commmication, and air attacks
on major urbén and industrial areas throughout China,

Az long as the Communists deslire to continue nego-
*iations in Korea, it is unlikely that they w111 attack

Taiwan,

If Korean negotiations should fail and fighting
were intensified in Korea and extended to China,
the threat of US countermeasures would obviously
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no longer be a deterrent, However, we believe that under these
circumstances Chinese Commnist military capzbilities would be

so reduced as to preclude the possibility of an attack on Tailwan.

37. During the period of this estimate; the Commnists
will probably conduct reconnaissance, nuisance, or destructlon
ratds (either by air or sea) against Nationalistwheld oi'fshore
i8lands and may assault and capture some of these islands, However,
we do not believe such actions will necessarily indicate that an

invasion of Taiwan was imminent,.

38, Over the longer term, we beliewe that the Chinese
Cormunists will attempt to seize Taiwan if a favorable opportunity
should present itself, However, if the relative military stirength
of the United States and the Communists in the ‘ar Last remains
substantially unch.mgea,‘ and if US policy with respect to Taiwan
is not changed, we believe the Chinese Communists will not hagard
a military attack on Talwan, |
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CNAF ¥S CCAF SORTIL CAPABTLITIES

The CNAF, with its 118 piston fighters presently in tastical |
uynite, 15 estimated to be zapable of mounting a meximum air defense
affort of 310 sorties during an initial 24 hour period or 5y sox-
bies.par day for a susiained 30 day operationa As opposed o bhis
the CCAF, with the alrceraft estimated %o be available for pessible
wperations against Taiwan in 1952, is estimated %o be capsble of
mounting the following air effort from airfields in Fukien Province
within operating radius of Talwar:

Type Noo Sorties Average daily sorties

Initial for a sustained 30
(2l hours)

_m{%;agy operation

Jet Ftrs 185 500 20
‘ Pisben Firs 180 125 80
dround Abtack 120 315 : 60
1Light Bombers 240 630 120
Transport 150 370 ' 15

BSE 2240 ) 2

Sortie capabilities for both asir forces are hased on an aver-
nga of three missions during the initial 2-hour period with ruxi-
mvn of 90% serviceability (after preparatory asend down) and avtei-
ti-m rates of 1.5% for piston fighters, 1.8% for 1ight bombers;

1.6% for attack aireraft, and 9% for transport {assault). The max-

© yuam sustained combat rate is esbimated to be 1h sorties per monblt
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per plane for all types in both air forces listed above. HNo attri-
tion rate is applied for sustained operations since it ;s assumed
that sombat losses will be compensated for by replacement airerafto
No combat attrition fastor has been applied to decrease estimated
CCAF jet fighter sorties since they will not be opposed by Jet
fighters in the CNAF. The combat attrition of the CNAF piston
fighters haé buen computed on the basis of ~iston type oppositiong
3% §s believed that if the CNAF piston fightérs encounter CCAF Jets,
the combabt effectiveness of the former would be reduced to an'insigﬂ
nificant level within a short period. In view of the foregoing, the

CNAF is not considersd capable of providing an effestive air defense

‘Por Taiwan against air attacks the CCAF ¢ould mount from the China

mainland -

- 20 =
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ANNEX B
PORTS AND IANDING BEACHES

1., Ports of Embarkation. The following Chinese mainland

ports are considered suitable for staging an Vamphibious operation

apaingt Taiwan.

Port Port Capacity (LT/20-hr. day)

1AO YAO 3,450

PSINGTAO 22,400

POO CNMOW 750

SHANGHAT 51,550

AMCY 3,450

SWUATOW 750

CANTON 9,300

TOTAL ESTIMATED 91,650 LT/Day
PORT CAPACITY . —_—

Some 16 additional minor ports might also be utilized. Their aver-
age capasity is 300-40O0 LT/20-hr. day.

2. Ports of Dcbarkation. The following ports on Taiwan could,

if occuried by the Communists, be used to debark invasion troops

and nmateriel.

Port - Location Port Capacity (LT/20-hr. day)
KAO HSIUNG SW coast 31,850
CHI LUNG N coast 2,100
AMPIN TAIWA  SW coast 5,850
TANSUT NW coast 1,500
NIT TAKA W coast -

Total North and West CoastBo.... 63,300
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Port Location Port Capacity (LI/20<hr; day )
HUA LIEN E cosst 2,700
Suo NE coast 5,700
KAIKO E cosst 150
SHINKO E cosest 450

otal Eest COBBLe.«.rreouvascse $5000

POTAL ESTIMATED PORT CAPACITY 72,300 Lr/DAY

A A TRIER LB AN LR SR

3. Amphibious Landing Beaches. Yhere are 58 beaches on Talwan

eonsidered suitable for amphiblous iendinge with conventionel Land-
ing craft and Junks. The gradient of these beaches ranges froaa
noderste to flat. The most favorable of these are located on the
west coast in the vicinity of KAO HSTUNG (between TUNGKANG AND
TAINANO)i on the northwest coast between HSINCHU and TANSUL and on
she east coast in the vieinity of SUQ, HUALICNKANG wuwd TAITUNG.
However, beaches on the east coast lack adequabe exlts o the heave
ily populated ﬁestern section of Formosa, since the only trans-
island roads are found near the northern and southern ends of the
island.

The six beaches between TUNGKANG and TAINAY have an aggrogate
useable length of approximately 2% miles. The seven beaches between
BSTNCHU and TANSUI have a similar total length.

No apeeifié data are avalleble concerning the Chinese Communist
beach rﬁquiremenbsrfar discharging any given tonnage.# Chinese Gom=

manis% remsupply‘raquiremants,(faad and anmunition) are estimated

o et s B R

% US World War IT experience: 2,500 leng tons per mile of beach per day.
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to be 0.5 long tons per man per wonth, or arproximately 3,400 long
tons per day for a 200,000 man fores. In terms of these requirements,
no limitations are imposed on %he Chinese Co munists insofar as the

beaches bhemsélves are concerned. .
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WEATHER CONDITIONS I¥ THE TAILWAN STRATITS

Fericd

General Conditions

Feasibliiity of
Large-Scale Sea
Operations

Iz

Oct.cher
thea
March

April
thru
, June

July
thru
August

Septe.ber

Approved For Release 200

Strong northeast monsoons, cur-
rents setting southwesterly
through the Straits and reach-
ing maximum deift of 60 to 65
miles per day in Dec and Jan.

Trirsition period between north-
east and so:thwest monsoon; var-
iasble winds, light and variable
currents getting generally north-
easty high seas and swells ob-
served 6-10 nercent of time in
April and May. Typhoon may
cccur in June.

Southwest monsoon, average veloc-
ities low and caliis frequent;

sea and surf moderate, Typhoons
aove from Pacific due west across
Taiwan into China »

Transitional periocd between
southwest and northeast monsoons;
typhoons may occur, winds are
varigble .

- 20 o
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&

=yls

Weather unsuitable
for large-scale
operations

April and May are
best months for
large-scale sea
operations; there
is risk of encoun-
tering typhoons
in June

Average conditions
better than in April

- and May, but danger

of typhoons makes
this period less
suitable.

Periocd from late
September through
Jarly October aftar
typoon danger is
over and before
strong northeas®
monsoon begins may
not be too unfavorable
for sea operations
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